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I. General Observations concerning Spiritual Gifts 
 A. Importance of Discovering Your Spiritual Gift:  God’s will for your life is wrapped up in your gift--  
  Romans 12:1-5 
 
 B. Definition of Spiritual Gift:  “A God-given ability for service.” 
 
 C. Differentiation of Spiritual gifts from other related subjects 
  1. Not to be confused with areas of ministries-- 1 Corinthians 12:4-11 
  2. Not to be confused with Spiritual power -- 1 Corinthians 12:6 
  3. Not to be confused with General Roles 
  4. Not to be confused with Natural Talents 
  5. Not to be confused with the “Fruit of the Spirit” 
 
 
II. Specific Categories of Spiritual Gifts. 
 A. SPECIAL Gifts-- “Apostle, Prophets, Evangelists, Pastor-teacher” 
  Ephesians 4:11-12 –“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors 
  and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”  
  1. Purpose:  To EQUIP God’s people for service 
 
  2. Two of the gift -- Apostle and Prophet-- were  foundational, that is, were given at the beginning of 
   the church age (Ephesians 2:19-20) and revelational, that is, they received special revelation from  
   God (Ephesians 3:5).  Once the church was started and the canon of Scripture was completed, both 
   of these gifts passed off the scene. There are no living apostles or prophets today. 
 
  3. Two remaining gifts-- Evangelist and Pastor-Teacher-- are operational today. 
   a. Gift of Evangelist--  “The God-given ability to effectively  communicate the  message of Christ to  
    unbelievers so that they can respond in faith and move toward discipleship.” 
 
    1) I seek out unbelievers to present the message of Christ to them. 
    2) I like to look for different ways to effectively share my  faith. 
    3) Often when I share my faith, people desire to know more about a relationship with Christ. 
    4) I am so concerned about the lost that I constantly feel motivated or pressure to share my faith and 
     invite people to accept Jesus 
    5) My conversations with unbelievers often include spiritual matters. 
    6) I like people around me to know that I am a Christian and hope that they will ask me about my  
     relationship with Christ. 
    7) When I share my testimony and God’s plan of salvation, people often respond in faith. 
    8) I look for opportunities to build relationships with non-churched individuals. 
 
   b. Gift of Pastor-Teacher-- “The God-given ability to guide, care for, and nurture individuals or groups 
    in the body of Christ as they grow in their faith.” 
 
    1) I desire and need long-term spiritual relationships with others in the church. 
    2) I am willing to spend much time caring for and nurturing a group of people. 
    3) I like to patiently and responsibly nurture others spiritual growth. 
    4) I am willing to renounce my own personal interests for the sake of others. 
    5) I enjoy providing guidance and general oversight for a few Christians 
    6) I have compassion for wandering believers and a desire to protect them. 
    7) I care so much for people that I enjoy walking through life with a small group of believers, leading 
     them along the way. 
    8) Others have told me how much they have appreciated my long-term support and concern for them. 
 
  
  



 B. SPEAKING  Gifts: “Prophecy, Teaching, Exhortation, Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge” 
  1. Purpose:  To EXPLAIN God’s Word 
 
  2. Specific Speaking  Gifts 
   a. Gift of Prophecy or Preaching--  " The Divine enablement to proclaim God's truth  with power and 
    clarity in a timely and culturally-sensitive  fashion for correction, repentance, and encouragement." 
 
    1)  I speak the truth of God even when it is unpopular and difficult for others to accept. 
    2) I feel compelled to expose sin in the culture, church, or an individual's life in order to have people 
     walk consistently with the truth. 
    3) I speak very compellingly to groups or individuals about obeying God's commands and teachings. 
    4) When I communicate godly truths, people are inspired to apply them and turn from their deception. 
    5) I stimulate others to use scriptural principles in making decisions in their private and public lives. 
    6) I am more saddened than lighthearted about life and its problems. 
    7) I am able to communicate and feel comfortable in front of a large group of people. 
 
   b. Gift of Teaching--“The God-given ability to accurately, clearly, and effectively communicate God's  
    Word.  It is the ability to understand, clearly explain, and apply the Word of God to the lives of the  
    listeners.” 
 
    1) I enjoy studying the Bible and sharing practical insights that will help others grow and act in  
     obedience. 
    2) I can organize biblical material and give systematic presentations which are appreciated by others. 
    3) When I teach others, I feel comfortable responding to questions. 
    4) Others have told me that they have changed because I've helped them  understand a biblical truth or 
     a personal issue. 
    5) I enjoy researching truth and effectively communicating it to others on their level. 
    6) I am analytical and draw conclusions based on data. 
    7) I enjoy challenging people with the truth. 
    8) I look for ways to illustrate the truth so that it is easy for others to understand. 
 
  
   c. Gift of Exhortation or Counseling -- “The Special ability God gives to certain members of the body to  
    minister words or acts of comfort, consolation,  encouragement, and counsel to other members of the body 
    in such a way that they feel helped and healed."  
 
    1) I gravitate towards those who are confused or troubled in order to encourage them. 
    2) I gently but firmly challenge others towards greater obedience. 
    3) I reassure those who need to take courageous steps in their faith, family, or life. 
    4) I gravitate towards broken people and desire to help them grow . 
    5) I strengthen those who are wavering in their faith by directing them to God's promises and truth. 
    6) I view trials as divine opportunities for growth. 
    7) I enjoy strengthening the weak and reassuring the unstable. 
 
 
   d. Gift of Word of Wisdom-- "The God-given ability to express the insights from God's Word to help in 
    a particular situation."  
 
    1) People regularly seek my advice about personal and spiritual matters. 
    2) I readily anticipate and understand the consequences and implications of a person's actions. 
    3) When I listen to a sermon, my mind is more on how does this apply to me or to someone else's  
     situation--rather than learning all of the details about the passage. 
    4) I find it easy to apply God's Word to situations in life. 
    5) I've been blessed with a high degree of "common sense" 
    6) In the midst of conflict, I often see simple solutions. 
 
 
   e. Gift of Word of Knowledge-- " The God-given ability to discover, accumulate,  analyze, and clarify 
    information and ideas that are pertinent to the growth and  well-being of the body." 
 
    1) I am eager to learn, enjoying the process of research-. 
    2) I have a very long attention span.  I can concentrate for hours at a time on a particular subject. 
    3) I retain unusual amounts of material. 
    4) I have the ability to figure out intricate relationships between biblical ideas and passages. 
    5) I am more comfortable with ideas than with individuals. 
    6) I am interested in examining every little detail as I study the Bible. 
    7) I am constantly reading books to gain more historical and practical insight into God's Word. 
    8) After careful investigation and critical examination, I like to share my detailed findings with others. 
 



 C. SERVING  Gifts: ”Leadership, Administration, Service, Showing Mercy, Faith, Discernment” 
  1. Purpose:  To ENABLE God’s Work to function and move forward. 
 
  2. Specific Serving  Gifts 
   a. Gift of Leadership-- "The special ability that God gives to certain members of the body of Christ to set  
    goals in accordance with God's purpose for the future and to communicate these goals  in such a way that 
    the church voluntarily and harmoniously works together to accomplish these goals for the glory of God."   
 
    1) I willingly accept responsibility for groups that lack direction or leadership. 
    2) I can effectively organize people to achieve specific goals which I perceive to be God's plan. 
    3) Because I can adjust my leadership style, I can motivate a wide variety of people to work together to 
     meet a goal or accomplish a task. 
    4) I am able to clarify a vision for ministry, and decisively manage people and resources to bring it  
     about. 
    5) I feel alone in making certain needed decisions. 
    6) I am able to live with disagreement. 
 
 
   b. Gift of Administration -- "The special God-given ability to understand clearly the immediate and  
    long-range goals of a particular unit of the Body of Christ and to devise and execute effective plans for the 
    accomplishment of these goals."   
 
    1) I enjoy learning about management issues and how organizations function. 
    2) Once I know a goal, I like to develop a plan or strategy to meet it. 
    3) I can handle many details at one time in order to accomplish a task. 
    4) I see people as gifted and valuable resources to be coordinated for greater effectiveness in the  
     Church. 
    5) I feel frustrated and impatient when I see disorganization. 
    6) I am able to identify and effectively use resources to accomplish tasks. 
 
 
   c. Gift of Service-- “The God-given ability to identify unmet needs in the church and to meet those needs 
    through the use of the individual’s resources.” 
 
    1) I seem to concentrate more on the practical things that need to be done rather than on why they  
     should be done. 
    2) I find great joy in doing things that need to be done no matter how small or trivial the task. 
    3) When I hear of a specific job that needs to be done, I am anxious to get involved. 
    4) I would rather be involved in a Church project than talk to people about their problems and needs. 
    5) I can see projects and tasks that need to be done in the church which others do not see. 
 
 
   d.  Gift of Showing  Mercy -- “The God-given ability to feel genuine empathy and compassion for people 
    who suffer distressing physical, mental, or emotional problems--and then to translate that compassion 
    into cheerfully done deeds to alleviate the suffering.” 
 
    1) I am able to empathize with suffering people and involve myself in their healing process. 
    2) I enjoy ministering to people in hospitals, prisons, or nursing homes. 
    3) I can easily look beyond a person's handicaps or lingering problems to see a life that matters to God. 
    4) I can patiently support those going through painful experiences, as they try to stabilize their  
     emotional and spiritual lives. 
    5) People have told me I get too personally and emotionally involved in helping needy people.   
 
 
   e. Gift of Faith-- “The God-given ability to see something which God wants done and to sustain   
    unwavering confidence that God will do it regardless of seemingly insurmountable obstacles.” 
 
    1) When others say that something cannot be done or is impossible, I feel the burden to trust God for it. 
    2) I find that I do not need to wait for clear evidence and direction before I make decisions, but I sense 
     what God desires for my life. 
    3) I am able to trust God in very difficult situations without hesitation or indecision. 
    4) I feel compelled to encourage people to trust God when I see them defeated or discouraged. 
    5) I have seen God do mighty things in my life that other believers said were impossible, but I believed 
     God could do them. 
    6) I have discovered an effective prayer ministry with many wonderful answers to prayer that from a 
     human point of view would seem impossible. 
 
 



   f. Gift of Discernment -- “The God-given ability to distinguish between truth and error, and between 
    right and wrong in order to protect the body of truth and then to properly apply God's truth individually 
    and corporately.” 
 
    1) Others have told me that I have a sense for what is right or wrong in a situation. 
    2) I seem to have an understanding of people and their motivation which proves to be correct, even  
     though I may not know them that well. 
    3) I find myself evaluating whether something said is right or  wrong, truth or error. 
    4) I feel a special responsibility to protect the truth of God's Word by exposing that which is wrong or 
     sinful. 
    5) I often make an evaluation of someone or something that was said that others did not see, but yet 
     proved to be correct in my evaluation. 
 
 
 
 D.  SUPPORT Gifts:  Helps, Giving, Hospitality, Voluntary Poverty, Martyrdom, Celibacy 
  1. Purpose:  To ENABLE God’s PEOPLE to minister effectively 
 
  2. Specific Support Gifts 
   a. Gift of Helps-- "The special ability that God gives to some members of the body to invest the talents  
    they have in the life and ministry of other members of the body, thus enabling the person helped to   
    increase the effectiveness of his or her spiritual gift."  
  
    1) When I hear of someone in need, I immediately offer my services . 
    2) I like to work behind the scenes so others can use their gifts more effectively. 
    3)  I believe there is spiritual significance in the routine tasks I do . 
    4) When I see so many needs within the Church, I find it hard to say "No." 
    5) I enjoy serving when it frees others to better accomplish their ministries. 
 
 
   b. Gift of Giving -- “The special ability to contribute material resources to  the work of the Lord with  
    liberality and cheerfulness.” 
 
    1) I like giving quietly--without public notice. 
    2) I enjoy giving personally as a way to motivate others to give. 
    3) I feel a sense of ownership in the projects and ministries that I support financially. 
    4) I find fulfillment in sharing my money and possessions without expecting anything in return. 
    5) When I know the resources I share with others are truly needed, I don't worry about whether they 
     will be replenished. 
 
 
   c. Gift of Hospitality -- “The God-given ability to care for people by providing  fellowship, food, and/or 
    shelter.  It is the ability to make people feel welcomed and at home--whether in your own house or in the 
    church.” 
 
    1) I like to use my home as a place to minister to people in need. 
    2) I enjoy meeting new people and helping them get acquainted with others in the church 
    3) I spend time with visitors to make them feel comfortable and cared for. 
    4) I spontaneously invite people to my house to minister to them, even though the house may not be 
     totally presentable. 
    5) I enjoy providing food and lodging for those in need.  
 
 
   d.  Gift of Voluntary Poverty -- “ The special ability that God gives certain members of the Body to  
    renounce the material comfort and luxury and adopt a personal lifestyle equivalent to those living at the 
    poverty level in a given society in order to serve God more effectively.” 
 
 
   e. Gift of Celibacy --  “The special ability that God gives to some members of the Body of Christ to remain 
    single without undue sexual temptations so as to devote time and attention to the work and ministry of 
    the Lord.”  
 
 
   f.  Gift of Martyrdom -- “A special ability God has given to some to undergo suffering for the faith even to 
    death while consistently displaying a joyous and victorious attitude that brings glory to God!”   
 
 
  



 E. SIGN Gifts:  Miracles, Healings, Tongues, Exorcism, Interpretation of Tongues, Physical Protection 
  1. Purpose: To ESTABLISH God’s Authority and Truth 
   a. To confirm the Message-- Mark 16:19-20 
 
   b. To authenticate the Messenger-- Hebrews 2:4 
 
  2. Specific Sign Gifts 
   a. The Gift of Miracles (including Exorcism) -- “The supernatural ability to interrupt or alter natural 
    laws for the purpose of displaying God’s supernatural power and presence.” 
 
 
   b. The Gift of Healings -- “The special, God-given ability to restore health immediately and completely 
    for the purpose of displaying God’s power and presence.” 
 
 
   c.  The Gift of Tongues -- “The God-given ability to speak in a known language or dialect without  
    previous study with the goal of rapidly disseminating the gospel to another language group.” 
 
 
   d. The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues-- “The God-given ability to translate a known language  
    previously unstudied into the language  which people can understand in order to edify the church.” 
 
 
   e. The Gift of Physical Protection -- “The God-given ability to be exposed to extreme danger and be  
    supernaturally protected by God.” 
 
  3. Are the Sign Gifts  for today?  Sign gifts were given for the purpose of  confirming the message and 
   authenticating the messenger in the days prior to the completion of the canon of Scripture.  Once the 
   canon of Scripture was completed, there was no need for the sign gifts as we can now turn to the  
   Scriptures and say, “Thus says the Lord!”  Like the first century gift of Apostle and Prophet, the sign 
   gifts served their purpose and are no longer given. 
 
 
How to discover one’s gift(s) ? 
1. Explore the possibilities.  Check out all options.  Observe others with certain gifts.  Take a “Gift 
inventory”. 
 
2. Experiment with as many as you can.  All of the gifts have corresponding general roles commanded 
for all.  Be available for any job around the church.  Try anything at least once. 
 
3. Examine your feelings and desires.  God places desires within us for work He wants us to do--and 
then gives us the gifts to do that work. 
 
4. Evaluate your effectiveness. Are people being helped by what you are doing?  Are you seeing fruit for 
your labors?  
 
5. Expect confirmation from others.  Ask others to point out your giftedness.  If you think you have a 
certain gift, and nobody else thinks you do, you probably do not have that gift.  Others will see your giftedness 
before you do. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


