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Introduction 
• Testing of bullet-proof vest 
• God tests our faith to... 
 1) PROVE the Genuineness of it 
  • 1 Peter 1:6-7-- “In this (that is, the hope of future deliverance-- the fullness of their salvation)--  “In 
   this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials,  that 
   the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire,  
   may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
 
 2) IMPROVE the Quality of it 
  • James 1:2-4-- “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  knowing that the testing of  
   your faith produces patience.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete,  
   lacking nothing.” 
 
 3) PROMOTE His Glory 
  • 1 Peter 1:7-- “may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ” 
 
• The “Pressure-Resistant Faith” of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
 1) Settled Conviction 
 2) Realistic 
 3) No Presumption 
 4) Ultimate Deliverance 
 5) Committed to God no matter what! 
 

Faith Tested 
A. The Test-- The Three in the Furnace 
 1. The Heat Multiplied-- the Anger of Nebuchadnezzar 
  • Daniel 3:19-23-- “Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the expression on his face changed toward  
   Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego. He spoke and commanded that they heat the furnace seven times more  
   than it was usually heated.  And he commanded certain mighty men of valor who were in his army to bind  
   Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, and cast them into the burning fiery furnace.  Then these men were  
   bound in their coats, their trousers, their turbans, and their other garments, and were cast into the midst of the 
   burning fiery furnace.  Therefore, because the king’s command was urgent, and the furnace exceedingly hot, 
   the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego.  And these three men, 
   Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.” 
 
 2. The Heat Managed 
  • Daniel 3:24-25 -- “Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished; and he rose in haste and spoke, saying to his 
   counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the midst of the fire?”  They answered and said to the king, 
   “True, O king.”  “Look!” he answered, “I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire; and they are not 
   hurt, and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God.” 
 
  a. Fellowship with Christ 
   • John 1:18-- “No one has seen God (That is God the Father) at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in 
    the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.” 



   • Isaiah 43:2--  “When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; And through the rivers, they shall 
    not overflow you. When you walk through the fire, you shall not be burned, nor shall the flame scorch  
    you”.   
   • Romans 8:35b-- “Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or  
    sword?” 
   • Romans 8:37-39-- “Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.  For 
    I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present 
    nor things to come,  nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from 
    the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
  b. Freedom from bondage. 
 
  c. Freshness in life. 
   • Daniel 3:26-27-- “Then Nebuchadnezzar went near the mouth of the burning fiery furnace and spoke, 
    saying, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, servants of the Most High God, come out, and come here.” 
    Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego came from the midst of the fire.  27 And the satraps,   
    administrators, governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together, and they saw these men on whose 
    bodies the fire had no power; the hair of their head was not singed nor were their garments affected, and 
    the smell of fire was not on them.” 
 
 
B. The Impact on Nebuchadnezzar 
 • Daniel 3:28-30-- “Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who 
  sent His Angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the king’s word, and  
  yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their own God!  Therefore I make a  
  decree that any people, nation, or language which speaks anything amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach,  
  and Abed-nego shall be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made an ash heap; because there is no other God who 
  can deliver like this.” Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego in the province of Babylon.” 
 
 1. He acknowledges.... 
  a. The Greatness of God-- the “Most High” 
 
  b. The Salvation of God. 
 
  c. The Faith and Commitment of the Three 
   • Daniel 3:28-- “Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying, “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed- 
    nego, who sent His Angel and delivered His servants who trusted in Him, and they have frustrated the 
    king’s word, and yielded their bodies, that they should not serve nor worship any god except their own 
    God!” 
 
 2. He decrees.... 
  a. Protection for worship of God 
 
  b. Promotion of the Three 
 
C. The Impact on Us? 
 
 
 
 


