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Introduction 
• What would you do differently if you knew you had only a limited  amount of time to live? 
• Reality Check: All of us have a limited time to live! 
• Peter’s awareness of his impending death 
 • John 21:18-- “Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded yourself and walked where you  
  wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you 
  do not wish.” 
 • John 21:19-- “This He spoke, signifying by what death he would glorify God.” 
 
• Peter’s belief in Christ’s imminent return 
 • John 14:1-3-- “Let not your hearts be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are  
  many mansions; if it were not so, I would  have told you.  I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
  place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” 
 • Acts 1:11-- “Men of Galilee, who do you stand gazing up into heaven?  This same Jesus, who was taken up from 
  you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” 
 • Matthew 24:42-44-- “Watch, therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming.  But know this, that if 
  the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed his  
  house to be broken into.  Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of man is coming you do not expect.” 
 

 
Alert to Pray! 
• 1 Peter 4:7-- “But the end of all things is at hand;  therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.”   
 
A. Time Frame: “The end of all things is at hand” 
 1. Refers to the imminent return of Jesus Christ. 
  a. Early church believed they were living in the “last days”.  
   • 1 John 2:18-- “Little children, it is the last hour; and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, even 
    now many antichrists have come, by which we know that it is the last hour.”   
   • 2 Timothy 3:1-5-- “But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come. For men will be lovers 
    of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
    unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, 
    haughty, lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its power.  
    And from such people turn away.” 
   • 2 Timothy 4:3-4 -- “the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their 
    own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn 
    their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.” 
 
  b. Next prophetic event: rapture of the church.  
   • 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17-- “For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and 
    remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself 
    will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God.  And 
    the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with  
    them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus shall we always be with the Lord.” 



   • Revelation 22:20-- “He who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am coming quickly!’ Amen!  Even so 
    come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
 2. We are still waiting for the return of Jesus Christ 
 
 
B. Practical Application of Prophecy:  “Therefore” 
 1. General Statements:  Prophecy’s main purpose is to motivate us for godly living! 
 
 2. Biblical Examples:  
  • 1 John 3:1-3-- “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of 
   God!  Therefore the world does not know us, because it did not know Him.  Beloved, now we are children of  
   God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like 
   Him, for we shall see Him as He is.  And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself,  just as He is  
   pure.” 
  • Romans 13:11-13-- “And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now 
   our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  The night is far spent, the day is at hand.  Therefore let us 
   cast off the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light.  Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry 
   and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy.  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
   no provisions for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.”   
  • 1 Corinthians 15:51-53-- “Behold, I tell you a mystery:  We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—in 
   a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be  
   raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
   must put on immortality.” 
  • 1 Corinthians 15:58-- “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the  
   work of the Lord, knowing that you labor is not in vain in the Lord.” 
  • 2 Peter 3:10-12a-- “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass 
   away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in 
   it will be burned up.  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of person ought you to be 
   in holy conduct and godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God.” 
  • James 5:7-8-- “Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord.  See how the farmer waits for the 
   precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain.  You also be  
   patient.  Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.”   
 
 3. Two practical applications of Prophecy 
  a. Keep our heads screwed on straight, and not be carried away  by self-indulgence or excitement.   
   • 1 Peter 4:7-- “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.” 
 
   1) “serious”—“to be in one’s right mind”   
    • Mark 5:15-- "Then they came to Jesus, and saw the one who had been demon possessed and had the 
     legion, sitting and clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid.” 
 
   2) Characteristics of one who is “serious” 
    • Romans 12:3-- “not to think more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has 
     dealt to each a measure of faith.” 
    • Colossians 3:2-- “set our minds on things above, not on the things of the earth.”   
    • Colossians 3:16-- “Let the word of Christ dwell in us rightly in all wisdom, teaching and   
     admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual sons, singing with grace in our hearts 
     to the Lord.” 
    • 2 Corinthians 10:5-- “casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the 
     knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.” 



    • 1 Peter 1:13-- “Therefore, gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon 
     the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
  
   3) Not sidetracked by controversies and conspiracy theories. 
    • 2 Timothy 2:23-- “But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife.” 
 
  b. Must be mentally alert for effective prayer.   
   • 1 Peter 4:7-- “But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.” 
 
   1) Peter’s failure in Gethsemane 
    • Matthew 26:40-41-- “found them sleeping and said to Peter, ‘What!  Could you not watch with me 
     one hour?  Watch and pray, lest you enter into temptation.  The spirit indeed is willing but the flesh 
     is weak.” 
    • 1 Peter 1:13-- “Gird up the loids of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace 
     that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
 
   2) “Watch and pray” living in the last days 
    • Luke 21:34-36-- “But take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be weighed down with carousing, 
     drunkenness, and cares of this life, and that Day come on you unexpectedly. For it will come as a 
     snare on all those who dwell on the face of the whole earth.  Watch therefore and pray always that 
     you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the 
     Son of Man.” 
 
   3) Prayer as our offensive weapon in spiritual warfare.   
    • Ephesians 6:12-13-- “For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities,  
     against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
     the heavenly places.  Therefore take up the whole armor of God that you may be able to withstand in 
     the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” 
    • Ephesians 6:18-20-- “praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful 
     to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—and for me, that utterance may 
     be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, for  
     which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” 
    • 1 Peter 5:8-- “be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, 
     seeking whom he may devour.” 
    • 1 Peter 5:7-- “casting all our cares on Him, for He cares for you.” 
 
   4) Satan’s schemes and prayer 
    a) Keeps us from praying by sowing doubt and encouraging complacency.  
     • 1 John 5:14-15-- “Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything  
      according to His will, He hears us.  And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we  
      know that we have the petitions that we have asked of Him. “ 
 
    b) Distracts us, and thus discourage us. 
 
   5) Three practical suggestions: 
    a) Know best time for alertness in prayer. 
 
    b) Try different postures in prayer 
 
    c) Keep a prayer list 
 
  
 



 4. Applications for us today? 
  a. Our need to be praying for one another as we see the day of Christ’s return approaching. 
 
  b. Your need to pray for your pastor. 
   • Ephesians 6:18-19-- “always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end 
    with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints-- and for me, that utterance may be given to me, 
    that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador 
    in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.”   
   • 3 John 2-- “Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul  
    prospers.” 
 


